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A. Items 1-10

Ten items that require recall of important, but simpler, content that was explicitly taught.

B.  Items 11-14
Four items that ask for application of complex content that was explicitly taught AND in 
situations similar to what was taught.

C. Items 15 & 16

Two items that ask for application in novel situations that GO BEYOND what was explicitly taught.

Let’s Score This Test
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So Where Did Points Come From?

● 1917 - US Army develops Alpha test, multiple choice and true false 
questions to determine training placement of recruits. (Evolves into 
ASVAB.)

● 1926 - The SAT was founded as an adaptation of the Army Alpha, an IQ 
test which had been used to check the intelligence of US Army 
recruits. From this test, taken only by a few thousand college 
applicants, eventually came the modern SAT as we know it, which 
include the multiple-choice format style of questioning and 
eventually essays.

● 1950’s - Textbook publishers begin to adopt correct/incorrect model 
of assessment.

● Test results begin to be reported as percentages, and single scores 
become indications of general achievement in content areas.

● Items that could not be scored as correct or incorrect are given points 
(essay, oral presentations, etc.).
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Score 4.0
In addition to exhibiting level 3 performance, 
demonstrate in-depth inferences and applications 
that go BEYOND what was taught in class.

Score 3.0
No major errors or omissions regarding any of the 
information and/or processes (SIMPLE OR COMPLEX) 
that were explicitly taught.

Score 2.0
No major errors or omissions regarding the SIMPLER 
details and processes, BUT major errors or omissions 
regarding the more complex ideas and processes.

Score 1.0 With HELP, a partial knowledge of some of the 
simpler and complex details and processes.

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill 
demonstrated.

The Scale
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4
The entire refrigerator is bright and glowing and smells 
clean. All items are fresh, organized by food categories, and 
in the proper containers.

3
Refrigerator is mostly wiped clean. All items are relatively 
fresh, in some type of container (some Tupperware lids 
missing or don’t fit), and are upright.

2

Some of the shelves are wiped clean while others have 
crusty spots. The walls have some spots. There are some 
suspicious smells and it looks like there’s green stuff growing 
on some of the Tupperware. 

1
Items stick to the shelves when you try to pick them up. The 
smells are strong. Several items need to be thrown away, 
along with the Tupperware they are in.

Clean Refrigerator Rubric
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1. Endurance:  Will this provide knowledge and skills that are 
valuable beyond a single test date?

2. Leverage:  Will this provide knowledge and skills that are 
valuable within multiple disciplines?

3. Readiness for next level of learning:  Will this provide students 
with tools for success at the next level or grade?

4. Teacher judgment:  Is this skill or knowledge critical for all 
students to know or be able to do?

5. Assessment connection:  Will this skill or knowledge be 
assessed on an instrument used for instructional 
decision-making?

SOURCE: Hoback, M., McInteer, M, & Clemens B., A School Leader’s Guide to 
Standards-Based Grading, pg. 18

Criteria for Priority Standards
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Pacing 
Guides/Priority 
Map

Example #1
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Pacing 
Guides/Priority 
Map

Example #2



STANDARDS-BASED GRADING WORKSHOP  www.strobeleducation.com 18



STANDARDS-BASED GRADING WORKSHOP  www.strobeleducation.com 19



STANDARDS-BASED GRADING WORKSHOP  www.strobeleducation.com 20



STANDARDS-BASED GRADING WORKSHOP  www.strobeleducation.com 21



STANDARDS-BASED GRADING WORKSHOP  www.strobeleducation.com 22



STANDARDS-BASED GRADING WORKSHOP  www.strobeleducation.com 23

Score 4.0
The student will:
● Infer relationships regarding atmospheric processes and the water cycle.

Score 3.0
The student will: 
● Understand how the water cycle processes impact climate changes.
● Understand the effects of temperature and pressure in different layers of Earth’s atmosphere.

Score 2.0

Recognize and recall basic terms such as:
● Climatic patterns, atmospheric layers, stratosphere, troposphere.

Recognize or recall isolated details such as:
● Precipitation is one of the processes of the water cycle.
● The troposphere is one of the lowest portions of the Earth’s atmosphere.

Score 1.0 With help, student will demonstrate partial understanding of some of the simpler and more complex content, and 
processes. 

Science: Atmospheric Processes and Water CycleMiddle School
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Learning Goal Unpacking Template

Essential Learning Goal: The Standard Skills, Knowledge, Procedures

Students will tell and write time from analog and digital 
clocks to the nearest five minutes, using a.m. and p.m. 
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Step 3:   Assessments
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Step 1: Identify the measurement topics to be 
addressed during the grading period and determine 
how many assessments will be administered for each 
measurement topic.

Step 2:  Identify the proficiency scale that needs to be 
measured by existing assessment.

Creating Assessments Designing Classroom Assessments

Step 1: Identify the measurement topics to be 
addressed during the grading period and determine 
how many assessments will be administered for each 
measurement topic.

Science Measurement Topics for Quarter 1
1. Matter and Energy
2. Force and Motion
3. Reproduction and Heredity
4. The Earth and the Processes That Shape It
5. Adaptation and Interdependence of Life
6. Scientific Investigations and Communication
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Level 3 Items

1. Explain how evaporation affects the climatic pattern in areas 
around large bodies of water,  such as the shoreline 
communities of Lake Superior.

2. A weather balloon travels up into the stratosphere. Explain what 
would happen to it as it  progresses through the various layers 
of the atmosphere.

Level 4 Items
Complete the following analogy. Condensation is to evaporation as ___________ is to___________  . Why is this analogy accurate?

Level 2 Items

3. Define climatic pattern 
4. Define atmospheric layers.
5. Define stratosphere

Identify the true statement with the letter T:

6. ___________ The atmosphere is between the 
troposphere and the stratosphere.

7.___________ The Earth’s atmosphere helps protect 
life on Earth by absorbing ultraviolet radiation.

8.___________ The temperature of the Earth’s 
atmosphere varies with altitude.
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Scale Descriptor 2.0 3.0 4.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary such as: fraction, ratio, unit, unit 
rate, like, unlike, compute.

7 matching 
items

The student will perform basic processes, such as:
Decide whether two quantities are in a proportional relationship.

1 short-answer 
item

The student will compute unit rates associated with ratios of fractions measured in like or 
unlike units.

3 short-answer 
items

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 

For example, the student will find the best deal on soda sold at the local market by 
comparing various unit rates and figuring various taxes when purchasing the soda in 
different counties and states. 

1 extended

Assessment Blueprint
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Grading Practices that Inhibit Learning

O’Conner, K., How To Grade For Learning, Third Edition, Corwin, 2009, 35
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SCORE 4.0 

Demonstrations of learning that go ABOVE and BEYOND what was explicitly taught.

The student will: 

SCORE 3.0 

The learning goal, standard, or expectation.

The student will: 

SCORE 2.0 

Foundational knowledge, simpler skills and procedures, vocabulary. Recognizes and recalls specific vocabulary such as:

Performs basic processes such as:

SCORE 1.0 

With help, the student can perform Score 2.0 and 3.0 expectations.

SCORE 0.0 

Even with help, the student cannot perform expectations.

Creating a Scale
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On-site Professional Development: Bring Strobel Education to Your School

Customized Training, Classroom Modeling, and Coaching

During on-site training, the Strobel Education team will present best practice 
strategies and the most up-to-date research and theory to help support teachers 
in their teaching practice.

Stay Connected with Kim

Reading Topics

 •   The 90-minute Reading Block

 •   Fluency Strategies

 •   Comprehension Strategies

 •   Differentiated Literacy Stations

 •   Vocabulary

 •   Mini-Lesson Modeling

 •   Close Reading & Text Complexity

 •   Strategies for Struggling Readers

Staff Motivation & Keynotes

•   Remembering Your Why

•   Reimagining Education

•   The Science of Happiness

•   Positive School Culture

•   Growth Mindset

•   Genius Hour

Writing Topics

•    Writer’s Workshop

•    6 Traits of Writing

•    Assessing Writing

•    Writing Process

•    Mini-Lesson Modeling

All Content Areas

 •   Standards-Based Grading

•   Formative Assessment

•   Close Reading Strategies

•   Text-Dependent Questioning

•   Depth of Knowledge & Rigor

•   Socratic Questioning and
    Accountability Talk

•   Trauma-Sensitive Classrooms
e: support@strobeleducation.com

www.strobeleducation.com

facebook.com/strobeleducation

facebook.com/kim.sabelhausstrobel

twitter.com/strobeled - #StrobelEdPD

instagram.com/kimstrobeljoy

Enjoy this workshop?
Find out when we're coming to your area next:

www.strobeleducation.com/workshops


